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Professional Polish Products

By Stu

ood things sometimes happen by acci-
G dent. A few years ago, | came across a

bottle of Honda Glare Professional
Polish in a cabinet in GWRRA's back room
warehouse. It had apparently been sent to
us for the purposes of test and evaluation.
Then-Editor Nick Hoppner advised me
to take it home if | cared to. Not one to
turn down a freebie, | took it home and
stashed it away for a time when I'd exhaust-
ed my supply of the polishes | already was
using. That was before | obtained my 1976
Gold Wing Limited Edition.

The Limited was in pretty sorry shape all
around due to 30 years of storage and neglect.
The paint, while not seriously scratched, was
very dull with a lot of spider webbing in the
surface. | tried most of the usual magic
elixirs—various products from Mother's and
Meguiars—in an attempt to restore the shine.
It was looking fairly good, but the task involved
hours of hand polishing, and | was beginning to
fear damaging the paint with abrasives if | con-
tinued. That's when it dawned on me to drag
out that bottle of Honda Glare I'd put away for
a rainy day.

After washing and drying the bike, | fol-
lowed the instructions on the bottle—rub a
small amount into the paint until it disappears.
This will remove oxidation and provide a high
gloss. Of course, a high gloss is only produced
when the surface becomes extremely smooth,
so | was cautiously optimistic that the prod-
uct’s abrasives wouldn't damage the surface.
But | needn’t have feared, because the product
contains no abrasives. [t works through chem-
ical action and actually bonds itself molecular-
ly to the paint. The claim is that a proprietary
chemical the company calls Glassplexin actual-
ly repairs the paint and creates the luster—
each application builds on the one before.

After wiping the dried residue off the paint
with a micro fiber towel, | was astonished at
the result. The paint actually looked brand
new, though faint spider webbing was visible
under certain lighting conditions. Events I'll
describe later took care of that and a lot
more.

Because the ad copy on the bottle indicat-
ed the product is effective on virtually all sur-
faces other than rubber and vinyl, | then tried
it as a metal polish on the Wing's smooth, un-
lacquered carburetor intake runners and cylin-

Oltman -

Senior

der head covers. The rag turned black as you'd
expect when polishing aluminum with any
metal polish, though the shine didn’t appear
any brighter than after using other high quali-
ty metal polishes. But one thing | did notice
was that months later, when I'd normally need
to polish that aluminum again, those valve cov-
ers and intake tubes looked just as they had
after polishing, even after repeated washings
and more than 10,000 miles of riding.
Interesting stuff, | thought. It acted like a clean-
er, polish, and protectant, but without abra-
sives. So | abandoned my other polish prod-
ucts and tried Honda Glare on virtually every-
thing | owned that was polished, plated, or
painted. Though | readily admit other products
have done a great job getting the scuffing out
of a Wing's tank panels and bring up a great
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shine, nothing I've used creates the luster that
this product leaves on paint and many other
surfaces.
The borttle lasted me over a year. When
it was empty, | looked for more ata Honda
dealer. | found it in limited supply at only
one dealership, and the price—well, let’s
just say that | wasn't accustomed to pol-
ish products at that price level. But the
performance of the product justified the
price in my opinion, so | purchased another
bottle and went back to work. That was the
last time | saw Honda Glare for sale anywhere.
It's still available, but mest Honda dealers don't
seem to stock it. After all, most consumers,
whether they're polishing 2 car or bike, are
usually accustomed to buying a $6 bottle of
liquid polish or wax. | don't go to extremes
over my car, but I'm an absolute nut job over
the shine on my bikes, especially my vintage
medels. And after using Honda Glare Polish, |
was hooked.

Another Accident

A few months ago, | noziced a large ad in
Wing World Magazine for a product with a
name suspiciously similar to Honda Glare.
Advertised simply as Glare, it turns out that
the product (actually, a full line of products
manufactured by Ultra 2000 Mfg. International
Co, Inc.) is exactly the same as Honda Glare
Polish. | contacted Ultra 2000 through the
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